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turned to Warsaw a year later (May and June, 1830) for the meeting of the Polish diet. The legislative program submitted to the diet was strictly limited, and although a divorce bill sponsored by the government was voted down and sharp criticism of the administration developed in the commissions, the session was permitted to run its course and closed in June in a decorous fashion. There were numerous signs of restlessness and discontent, but little to indicate the imminence of an explosion.
Polish nationalistic and revolutionary agitation centered in underground clubs and associations of which the most important was the secret society organized in 1828 by Peter Wysocki, a young lieutenant in the guards and an instructor in the Polish Military Academy, The membership of the society was small, and consisted of cadets, army officers, university undergraduates, and intellectuals, among them the popular historian Joachim Lclewel, a former professor in the University of Vilna. These ardent nationalists were particularly alarmed by the unmistakable process of the integration of the Lithuanian provinces in the administrative framework of the empire, a policy which made rapid progress under the rule of Nicholas and indicated his determination to prevent the reunion of these territories with the kingdom. The more extreme elements in ttie society craved revolutionary action. Plans were made for insurrection and the seizure of the imperial family during the coronation and, again, during the session of the diet in May and June, 1830, but they were not carried out
The French revolution of July, 1830, followed by the Belgian revolution in September, gave new strength to the Polish national movement and precipitated the conflict between Russia and Poland. Nicholas made feverish preparations for military intervention in western Europe and proposed to use the Polish army as a part of the Russian expeditionary force. No policy could have been more unpopular with the Poles, and insurrection appeared to their radical leaders as the only way to' prevent Nicholas from forcing Poland to fight France and Belgium under the banners of legitimacy and reaction. Moreover, the police were on the track of the conspirators, and further delays might well have proved their undoing. In the evening of November 29,1830, N.S., a small band of cadets and students invaded the Warsaw Belvedere Palace, residence of the Grand Duke CoAstantind, while a larger group led by Wysocki attacked the Russian cavalry barracks. Although the insurgents failed to capture Constantine or to dislodge the Rus-